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fuch a deluge, was created upon that occafion ; and, when the 
bufinefs was done, ail disbanded again, an t d annihilated. Woodw . 

T o Disband, v. n. To retire from military fervice; to fepa- 
rate ; to break up. 

Our navy was upon the point of disbanding , and many of 
our men come alhorei Bacon's War with Spain . 

The rang’d pow’rs 

Disband , and wand’ring, each his feveral wav 
Purfues. Miltons Paradife Lojl, b. ii. /. 525. 

The common foldiers, and inferior officers, fhould be fully 
paid upon their disbanding . Clarendon . 

Were it not for fome fmall remainders of piety and virtue, 
Much are yet left fcattered among mankind, human fociety 
would in a fhort fpace disband and run into confufion, and 
the earth would grow wild and become a foreft.. Tillotfon. 
'to DisbaRk. e o. a. [debar quer, French.] To land from a 
t {hip ; to put on fhore. 

Together fail’d they, fraught with all the things 
To fervice done by land that might belong, 

And, when occafion ferv’d, disbarked them. Fairfax, b. i. 

The fhip we moor on thefe obfeure abodes ; 

Disbark the fheep, an offering to the gods. Pope's Odyjfey . 
Disbeli ef, n.f [from disbelieve.'] Refufal of credit; denial 
of belief. 

Our belief or disbelief of a thing does not alter the nature 
of the thing. Tillotfon' s Sermons . 

To Disbelieve, v. d. [ dis and believe . ] Not to credit; 
not to hold true. 

The thinking it impofiible his fins fhould be forgiven, 
though he fhould be truly penitent, is a fin, but rather of infi- 
delity than defpair ; it being the disbelieving of an eternal truth 
of God’s. Hammond' s Praft. Catech . 

Suchj who profefs to disbelieve a future ftate, are not always 
equally fatisfied with their own reafonings. Atterbury . 

' From a fondnefs to fome vices, which the dodlrine of futu- 
rity rendered uneafy, they brought themfelves to doubt of 
religion ; or, out of a vain affediation of feeing farther than 
other men, pretended to disbelieve it. Rogers , Sermon 13. 

Disbeliever, n.f [from disbelieve.] One who refufes belief ; 
one who denies any pofition to be true. 

An humble foul is frighted into any particular fentiments, 
becaufe a man of great name pronounces herefy upon the con- 
trary fentiments, and caffs the disbeliever out of the church. 

Watts's Logic L 

To Disbe'nCH. v* a . [dis and bench.] To drive from a feat. 

Sir, I hope 

My words disbench'd you not ? 

No, fir; yet oft. 

When blows have made me flay, I fled from words. Shakef. 
To Disbranch, v. a . [dis and branch.] To feparate or break 

off, as a branch from a tree. 

I fear your difpofition : 

That nature which contemns its origine. 

Cannot be border’d certain in itfelf : 

She that herfelf will fliver and disbranch 

From her maternal fap, perforce muff wither, . 

And come to deadly ufe. Shakefpeare' s King Lear . 

But for fuch as are newly planted, they need not be dif - 
branched ’till the fap begins to ftir, that fo the wound may be 
healed without the fear, which our frofts do frequently 
j eave# Evelyn's Kalendar 

To Disbu'd. v. a. [With gardeners.] To take away the 
branches or fprigs newly put forth, that are ill placed. Dial. 
To Disbu'rden. v. a. [dis and burden.] 

1. To eafe of a burden ; to unload.. 

Better yet do I live, that though by my thoughts I be 

plunged 

Into my life’s bondage, I yet may disburden a paflion. Sidney. 
The river, with ten branches or ftreams, disburdens himfelf 
Within the Perfian fea. Peacham on Drawing . 

Disburden'd heav’n rejoic’d. Milton s P aradife Lojl , b. vi. 

2. To difencumber, difeharge, or clear. 

They removed either by cafualty and tempeft, or by inten- 
tion and defign, either out of lucre of gold, or for the \ dif 
burdening of the countries, furcharged with multitudes of in- 
habitants. . Hag s Or, g,n of Mankind. 

We fhall disburden the piece of thofe hard fhadowings, 
which are always ungraceful. Dryden s Dufrefnoy. 

i. To throw off a burden. 

Lucia, disburden all thy cares on me. 

And let me fhare thy moft retired diftrefs. Mchfon s Cato. 

To Disburden, v.n. To eafe the mind. 

To DISBU'RSE. v. a . [< debourfer , French.] To fpend or lay 

Money is now not disburfed at once, as it might be ; but 
drawn into a long length, by fending over now twenty thou- 
fand, and next half year ten thoufand pounds. ope njer. 

Nor would we deign him burial for his men, 

’Till he disburs'd at St. Colmefkil Ifle, , 

Ten thoufand dollars to our general. Shakefpeare s Macbeth. 
As Alexander received great lums, he was no lefs generous 
Mid liberal ui dhlurps of them. Jrhthul m Cm,. 
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Disbursement, n.f. [ debourfement , French.] A disburf 
or laying out. • 1 

It may be, Ireneus, that the queen’s treafure, in fn 

moLno Al. ^ * T a- 5 ill IU 
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KbiiK. n.j. [from cusuurjc . J Une that disburfel 

DISCATCEATED. adj. [ difcalceatus , Latin.] Stripped of 
fhocs. 1 1 1 

Discalcea'tion. n.f. [from dicalceated . ] The a& of 
pulling off the fhoes. " r 

"I he cuftom of difcalceation . , or putting off their fhoes at 
meals, is Conceived to have been done, as by that mean 
keeping their beds clean. Brown's Vulgar Err ours, b.v. c 6 

To Disca'ndy. v. n. [from dis and candy . ] To diffolve • tn 

melt. rj ' 

, rianmer f 

1 he hearts, 

That fpaniefd me at heels, to whom I gave 
T heir wifhes, do difeandy , melt their fvveets 

On blofloming Caefar. Shakefpeare s Ant. and Cleopatra 
To DiscaRd. v. a. [dis and card.] 

1. To throw out of the hand fuch cards as are ufelefs. 

2 . To difeharge or ejedf from fervice or employment. 

Thefe men being certainly jewels to a wife man, confider- 
ing what wonders they were able to perform, yet were dif- 
carded by that unworthy prince, as not worthy the holding S id. 

Their captains, if they lift, difear d whom they pleafe", and 
fend away fuch as will perhaps willingly be rid of that dancer- 
ous and hard fervice. Spenfer's Stc.te of Ireland. 

Should we own that we have a very imperfect idea of fub- 
ftance, would it not be hard to charge us with difear din f u [ v 
ftance out of the world ? *Lockc 

Juftice difeards party, friendship, kindred, and is always 
therefore reprefented as blind. Addifns Guardian , N°. 99. 

They blame the favourites, and think it nothing; extraordi- 
nary that the queen fhould be at an end of her patience, and 
refolve to difear cl them. Swift. 

X I do not conceive why a funk difearded party, who neither 
expect nor defire more than a quiet life, fhould be charged 
with endeavouring to introduce popery. Swift. 

DiscaRnate. adj. [&aiidr^rj,flefh ; fcarnato, Ital.] Stripped 
of flefh. 

’Tis better to own a judgment, though but with a curia 
fuppellex of coherent notions, than a memory, like a fepul- 
chre, furnifhed with a load of broken and difearnate bones. 

Glanvi lie's Scepf c. 17. 

To Disca'se. v. a. [dis and cafe.] To ftrip ; to undrefs. 
Fetch me the hat and rapier in my cell : 

I will dif cafe me, and myfelf prefen t. ( Shakefp . Tcmpef. 

To DISCE'RN. v. a. [. difeemo , Latin.] 

1. To defery; to fee; to difeover. 

And behold among the Ample ones, T difeerned among the 
youths a young man void of underftanding. Prov. vii. 7, 

2. To judge; to have knowledge of. 

What doth better become wifdom than to difeern what is 
worthy the loving ? Sidney , b % ii. 

Does any here know me ? This is not Lear : 

Does Lear walk thus, fpeak thus ? Where are his eyes? 

Either his motion weakens, or his difeernings 

Are lethargied. Shakefpeare s King Lear . 

You fhould be rul’d and led 
By fome diferetion, that difeerns your ftate 
Better than you yourfelf. Shakefpeare s King Lear . 

3. To diftinguifli. 

To difeern fuch buds as are fit to produce bloffoms, from 
fuch as will difplay themfelves but in leaves, is no difficult 
matter. Boyle* 

4. To make the difference between. 

They follow virtue for reward, to-day; 

To-morrow vice, if file give better pay : 

We are fo good, or bad, juft at a price ; 

For nothing elfe difeerns the virtue or vice. Ben. Johnfon . 

To DisceRn, v.n. To make diftin&ion. 

Great part of the country was abandoned to the fpoils or 
the foldiers, who not troubling themfelves to difeern between 
a fubjeeft and a rebel, whilft their liberty lafted, made indif- 
ferently profit of both. # Haywat 

The cuftom of arguing on any fide, even againft our per- 
fuafions, dims the undeiftanding, ar.d makes it by degiees 
lofe the faculty of difeerning between truth and falfhood. oc e. 
DisceRner. n.f [from difeern.] 

1. Difcoverer; he that deferies. 

’Twas faid they faw but one ; and no difeerner 

Durft wag his tongue ,in cenfure. Shakefp. Henry 

2 . Judge ; one that has the power of diftinguifhing. 

He was a great obferver and difeerner of mens natures an 

humours, and was very dextrous in compliance, w ere 
found it ufcful. Clarendon, W- 

Flow unequal difeerner s of truth there are, an , 

pofed unto errour, will appear by their unqua 1 ie 1 
lefluals. Browns Vulgar Errour s , b. u • F 

DisceRnible. adj. [from difeern.] Difcoverable; peicep 
diftinguifhable ; apparent. 
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Is is indeed a fin of fo grofs, fo formidable a bulk, that 
there needs no help of opticks to render it difcernible , and 
therefore I need not farther expatiate on it. Gov. of the Tongue. 

All this is eafily difcernible by the ordinary difeourfes of tne 
underftandino;. South's Sermons. 


Disce'rnibleness. n.f. [from difcernible.] Vifiblenefs. 
DisceRnibly. adv. [from dijcernible.] Perceptibly; 1 


appa- 


rently. 


Confider what do&rines are infufed difcernibly among Chril- 
tians, moft apt to obftru<ft or interrupt theChriftian life. Ham. 

DisceRning. participial adj. [ from difeern. ] Judicious ; 

knowing. , 

This hath been maintained not only by warm enthufiafts, 
but by cooler and more difeerning heads. Atterbury s Sermons. 

DisceRningly. adv. [from difeerning.] Judicioufly ; ra- 
tionally; acutely. 

Thefe two errours Ovid has moft difcerningly avoided. Garth. 

DisceRnment. n.f [from difeern.] Judgment; power of 
diftinguifhing. 

A reader that wants difeernment , loves and admires the cha- 
racters and adtions of men in a wrong place. Freeho 'dcr. 

To DISCE'RP. v. a. [ difeerpo , Latin] 'lo tear in pieces ; to 
break; to deftroy by reparation of its parts. Dift. 

DisceR ptib le. adj. [from difeerp .] Frangible ; feparable; 
liable to be deftroyed by the difunion of its parts. 

What is moft denfe, and leaft porous, will be moft cohe- 
rent and leaft difcerptible. Glam He's Scepf 

Matter is moveable, this immoveable; matter difeerp- 
title , this indifcerptible. More's Div. Dialogues. 

DiscerptibiRit y. n.f [from difcerptible.] Liablenefs to be 
deftroyed by difunion of parts. 

DisceRption. n.f [from difeerp.] The aCt of pulling to 
pieces, or deftrojing by difuniting the parts. 

To DISCHARGE. V. a. [dfc burger, French.] ‘ 

1. To difburden ; to exonerate; to free from any load or incon- 
venience. 

How rich in humble poverty is he, 

Who leads a quiet country life ; 

Difcharg'd of bufinefs, void of ftrife. Dryden. 

When they have taken a degree, and are confequently grown 
a burden to their friends, who now think themfelves fully dif 
charged, they get into orders as foon as they can. Swift. 

2. To unload ; to difembark. 

I will convey them by fea in floats, unto the place that thou 
{halt appoint me, and will caufe them to be difeharged . 1 Ki. v. 

3. To throw off any thing colle&ed or accumulated ; to give 
vent to any thing ; to let fly. It is ufed of any thing violent, 
or fudden. 

Mounting his eyes, 

He did difeharge a horrible oath. Shakefpeare' s Henry VIII. 

InfeCfed minds, 

To their deaf pillows will difeharge their fecrets. Sh. Mach. 

Nor were thofe bluft’ring brethren left at large, 

On feas and fhores their fury to difeharge . Dryden' s Ovid. 

Soon may kind heav’n a fure relief provide ; 

Soon may your fire difeharge the vengeance due, 

And all your wrongs the proud oppreffors rue. Popes Odyjfey. 

Difeharge thy {hafts ; this ready bofom rend. Pope's Stat. 

4. To unload a gun. 

A conceit runneth abroad, that there {hould be a white 
powder, which will difeharge a piece without noife. Bacon. 

The galleys alfo did oftentimes, out of their prows, dif- 
eharge their great pieces againft the city. Knolles's Hijlory. 

W e difeharged a piftol, and had the found returned upon us 
fifty-fix times, though the air was foggy. Addijon on Italy. 

5. To clear a debt by payment. 

Death of one perfon can be paid but once, 

• And that {he has difeharged. Shakefpeare' s Ant. and Cleopatra. 

' A grateful mind. 

By owing, owes not, but ftill pays ; at once 

Indebted, and difeharg d. Milton s Paradife Lof , b. iv. 

Now to the horrors of that uncouth place, 

Me paflage begs with unregarded pray’r ; 

And wants two farthings to dij charge his fare. Dryd. Juven. 
When foreign trade imports more than our commodities 
will pay for, we contra£l debts beyond fea ; and thofe are paid 
with money, when they will not take our goods to difeharoe 

t , . Cocke. 

b. 10 lend away a creditor by payment. 

If he had 

The prefent money to difeharge the Jew, 

He would not take it. Shakefp. Merchant of Venice . 

7. To fet free from obligation. 

If one man’s fault could difeharge another man of his duty, 
there would be no place left for the common offices of fo- 

n . . L'EJlrange. 

o. 10 clear from an accufation or crime ; to abfolve. 

I hey wanted not reafons to be difeharged of all blame, 
who are confeffed to have no great fault, even by their verv 
word and teftimony ; in whofe eyes no fault of ours hath ever 
hitherto been efteemed to be fmall. Hooker, b. v. f 27. 

are imprudent enough to dij charge themfelves of this 
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blunder, by Hying the contradiction at Virgil’s door. Dryden . 

g. To perform ; to execute. 

Had I a hundred tongues, a wit fo large, ? 

As could their hundred offices difeharge. Dryden s Fab es. 

10. To put away; to obliterate ; to deftroy. 

It is done by little and little, and with many efiays ; but 
all this difehargeth not the wonder. Lacon s Natural Hijlory. 

Trial would alfo be made in herbs poifonous and purga- 
tive, whofe ill quality perhaps may be dij charged, or attem- 
pered, by fetting liron.er poitons or purgatives by them. hue. 

11. To diveft of any office or employment; to difmifs fi 


om 


lervice. 
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12. To difmifs ; to r el eafe ; to fend away from any bulineis or 

appointment. . 

Difeharge your pow’rs unto their feveral counties, ^isakej. 

When Caffar would have difeharged the fenate, in regard of 
fome ill prefages, and cfpeci-.lly a dream of Calphurnia, this 
man lifted him gently by the arm out of his cnair, tehing 
him, he hoped he would not dilmifs the fenate till his wife 
had dreamed a better dream. Bacon, EJJay 2b. 

To DischaRge. v. n. To difmifs itfelf; to break up. 

The cloud, if it were oily or fatty, would not difeharge . 

Bacon s Natural Hijlory. 

DischaRge. n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. Vent; explofion; emiflion. 

As the heat of all fprings is owing to fubterraneous tire, 
fo wherever there are any extraordinary difeharges of this 
fire, there alfo are the neighbouring fprings hotter than or- 
dinary. - Woodward. 

2. Matter vented. 

The haemorrhage being flopped, the next occurrence is a 
thin ferous difeharge. Sharp's Surgery. 

3. Difruption ; evanefcence. 

Mark the difeharge of the little cloud upon glais or gems, 
or blades of fvvords, and you xhali fee it ever break up firft in 
the fkirts, and 1 aft in the middle. Bacon s Natural Hijlory. 

4. Difmiffion from an office. 

5. Releafe from an obligation or penalty. 

Fie warns 

Us, haply too fee u re of our difeharge 

Frpm penalty, becaufe from death releas’d 

Some days. Mlltcii's Paradife. Lojl, b.xi. 1 . 196. 

6. Abfolution from a crime. 

The text expreffes the found eftate of the confcience, not 
barely by its not accuiing, but by its not condemning us; 
which word imports properly an acquittance or difeharge of a 
man upon fome precedent accufation, and a full trial and cog- 
nizance of his caufe. South's Sermons • 

7. Ranfom ; price of ranfom. 

O, all my hopes defeated 

To free him hence ! But death, who fets all free. 

Hath paid his ranfom now and full difeharge. Milt. Agonlff . 

8. Performance ; execution. 

1 he obligations of hot pitality and proteffion are fo facred, 
that nothing can abfolve us from the difeharge of thofe duties. 

L'EJlrange, Fable 149. 

9. An acquittance from a debt. 

10. Exemption; privilege. 

i here is no difeharge in that war, neither {hall wickednefs 
deliver thofe that are given to it. Eccl. viii. 8. 

DischaRger. n.f [from difeharge.] 

1. ITe that difeharges in any manner. 


2. He that fires a gun. 

o 


I o abate the bombulation of gunpowder a way is promifed 
by Porta, by borax and butter, which he fays will make it fo 

_ go off* as fcarcely to be heard by the dif charger . Brown . 

DisciRct. adj . [ dijiinclus , Latin.] Ungirded; loo fely 

dreffed. Ditt. 

1 o Disci'nd. v.a. [difeindo, Latin.] To divide; to cut in 
pieces. 

We found feveral concretions fo foft, that we could eafily 
difejnd them betwixt our fingers. Boyle. 

DISCI PLE, mf. [difcipulus, Latin.] A fcholar; one that pro- 
fefies to receive inftruclions from another. 

He rebuked difciples , who would call^ for fire from heaven 
upon whole cities, for the negleft of a few. King Charles. 

J he commemorating the death of Chrift, is the profeifino* 
ourfelves the difciples of the crucified Saviour ; and that en- 
gageth us to take up his crofs and follow him. Hammond. 

A young difeiple fhould behave himfelf fo well, as to o- a in 
the affection and the ear of his inftruffor. Watts. 

To DisciRle. v. a. [from the noun.] To punilh ; to difei- 
pline. This word is not in ufe. 

She, bitter penance, with an iron whip, 

Was wont him to difeiple every day. Sperf FA. Queen 

Dlsci p .'-f HIP - »• A [from difeiple. ] The ftate or funcuon of 
a ciiiciple, or follower of a matter. 

1 hat to which juftification is promifed. is certainly the 
g.vmg up of the whole foul intirely unto Chrift, undertaking 
dfaplejbip upon Chnft’s terms. Hammond's Frail. Catech. 

LnciPi.i nable .adj. [ dfapiinabilis , Lat.J Capable of inftruc- 
tion; capable of improvement by difeipline and learning. 

7 A Disciplinableness. 









